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A, b, c, d, e, P, q, r, s, t, 

Der Chopf tuet mer weh, S'isch wider guet, juM, 

F, g, h, i, k, U, v, w, x, 

Der Dokter isch da, Jetz fahlt mer nix, 

L, m, n, o, Y, z, 

Jetz bin i froh, Jetz gah-n-ig i ds Bett. 

Of secret languages the most common are the B (inserting b after every 
vowel and then doubling the vowel), Re (every syllable said up to the vowel 
and then re added), and Adi (for every vowel adi is substituted) languages. 
Among the verses of adult origin current among Bernese children is this 
(with several variants) : — 

Mein lieber Lulu, 

Geh nicht zum Zulu. 

Geh nicht zum schwarzen Mann nach Afrika: 

Sie werden schiessen 

Mit Pfeil und Spiessen, 

Dann ist mein lieber Lulu tot. 

Mein lieber Lulu 

Ging doch zum Zulu, 

Ging doch zum schwarzen Mann nach Afrika. 

Sie haben geschossen 

Und Blut vergossen, 

Nun ist mein lieber Lulu tot. 

The music of this and a number of other songs is given on pages 159-168. 
On page 125 occurs the game " Die Nonne von Ninive." America is the 
topic of a song (p. 114) beginning — 

Jetzt ist die Abschiedsstunde da, 
Wir reisen nach Amerika. 

This book is but one of the good results of the great activity of the folk- 
lorists of Switzerland. What the author says of the need for collecting data 
with all possible diligence and reasonable haste applies to America as well 
as to lands in the Old World (p. 4) : " The present high-tide of children's 
books will, unless it is gathered now, cause in ten or twenty years the irre- 
parable loss of much folk-lore." Now is the time to collect ere the golden 
opportunity is past. 

A. F. C. 

Ueber Wahnideen im Volkerleben. Von Dr. M. Friedmann, Ner- 
venarzt in Mannheim. Wiesbaden : J. F. Bergmann, 1901. Pp. 203- 
305. (Nos. VI.- VII. of " Grenzfragen des Nerven- und Seelenlebens.") 
This essay by a psychiatrist is interesting to students pf folk-lore, since 
it deals with popular delusions, epidemics of thought, hypnotic, ecstatic, and 
hallucinatory phenomena in religion, politics, society. Among the topics 
treated of are : the Dreyfus affair, the rise of Mohammedanism, the Cru- 
sades, the so-called Pai-Marire religion of the New Zealand Maoris, the 
Anchorite movement in Egypt, the European witch-persecutions, the 
Dutch tulip mania, the Law episode, the anarchist movement, mysticism 
ancient and modern, Mahdism in the Sudan, the Salvation Army, Russian 
sects (Skopzi, etc.), murderous sects of India (Thugs), Malay "running 
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amuck," etc. The vast importance of such ideas in folk-life in relation to 
the phenomena of society and civilization is pointed out, — " the power of 
the idea as such," — and their rble in propaganda and agitation of all 
sorts emphasized. The " purely pathological " aspects of the subject as also 
more or less briefly discussed. Suggestion plays its part in the highest 
ideals as well as in the lowest. To it are due some of the noblest move- 
ments in the world's history, no less than some of the basest. The moment 
of psychic susceptibility is the larger factor, the influence of intellectual 
inhibitions the less. Dr. Friedmann finds unsatisfactory both Tylor's theory 
of animism and Lippert's " soul-cult," and puts forward his own view that 
the most elementary factor here is " eine primitive Suggestivassociation der 
Eigenbeziehung." The sight of the dead, the author thinks, was the most 
powerful impression of all time. This primitive idea combined with hypnosis 
and ecstasy explains much in the early development of human religions. 

A. F. C. 

Wirthschaft und Mode. Ein Beitrag zur Theorie der modernen Be- 
darfsgestaltung. Von Werner Sombart. Wiesbaden : J. F. Bergmann, 
1902. Pp. 23. (No. XII. of "Grenzfragen des Nerven- und Seelen- 
lebens"). 

This essay, which is a part of the author's Der Moderne Kapitalismus, 
contains some useful information concerning the relation of fashion to 
economic conditions, — collectivism, uniformatization, urbanization, etc. 
The difference between town and country is still, in many parts of Europe, 
remarkable. On the one side we have the light, graceful, chic; on the 
other the rough, heavy, durable. The contrast is seen best, perhaps, in the 
Dutch peasant and the confectionneuse of the cities. The large towns change 
their fashions, of course, more than the small, and one of the marked char- 
acteristics of our age is the shorter time for which articles are used as 
compared with times gone by, — they are not so because they are less 
durable (this may be one reason), but on account of the changed condi- 
tions of life (tenement system, furniture, modern nomadism and nervous- 
ness). In fact, " a new human race " is growing up that demands change 
and variety in everything. Fashion, to be sure, is nothing new, but this is 
a new side of it born of our own times. Modern fashion is characterized 
by three things chiefly : the infinite range of objects over which it extends ; 
its absolute universality ; the rapidity of change. The genesis of " Paris 
Fashions" is deserving of a special study, — the "d la mode Devil "is 
everywhere. 

A. F C. 



